
Hispanic Heritage Spotlights 
It’s important to remember those Hispanic Americans who have influenced our 
Armed Services.  Let’s celebrate the men and women that have made an impact 
to this great nation. 

Special Hispanic Americans that have moved mountains with their military 
service: 

Olga Nevarez Custodio 
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Olga Nevarez Custodio 
According to Olga Custodio, when the recruiter asked her to list three jobs she 
wanted, she responded, “A pilot, a pilot or a pilot.” The Air Force accepted her 
as a pilot candidate. In January 1980, she entered the Flight Screening Pilot 
Officer Training School. Upon graduation, she attended Undergraduate Pilot 
Training at Laughlin Air Force Base in Texas. The Air Force then assigned her 
as a pilot instructor at Laughlin AFB. There, she became the first female 
Northrop T-38 Talon (T-38) UPT flight instructor. 
 
Seaman Philip Bazaar 
He’s the first Hispanic Congressional Medal of Honor recipient for his service 
for the Navy, get this, during the Civil War! Seaman Bazaar was aboard the 
USS Santiago de Cuba, which assaulted a Confederate stronghold and was one 
of six men assigned to the generals ashore. He successfully maintained 
communication between the ship and crew on land. He was an immigrant from 
Chile who called Massachusetts home. 
 
Major Marisol Chalas 
Dominican Republic-born Black Hawk helicopter pilot, Maj. Chalas graduated 
aviation school at the top of her class and commanded Army Reserve fleet. So 
far, she has served nearly 26 years in the Reserves and is currently an Army 
Congressional Fellow as well. 

Admiral David Farragut 
The very first person to achieve the rank of admiral happens to be a Hispanic 
man. Admiral Farragut’s father was a native of Spain. He served in the 
American Navy from 1810-1870 – and yes, the math equals 60 years! He 
started his career as a midshipman at the age of nine and fought in the War of 
1812 (at age 11!) and the Civil War. His legacy lives on with two Navy 
destroyers in his name as well as the well-known Farragut Square in 
Washington, D.C. 

Private First Class Juan Sebastian Restrepo 
The soldiers that served alongside PFC Restrepo revered him because of his 
bravery and care for his own. The beloved Colombian-born American combat 
medic gave the ultimate sacrifice, while deployed in Afghanistan and an 
Outpost was named in his honor along with an eye-opening documentary 
Restrepo. His actions awarded him the Bronze Star. 
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DEOMI RELEASES 2021 NATIONAL HISPANIC 
HERITAGE MONTH  

September 15, 2021 PATRICK SPACE FORCE 
BASE, Fla.— In observance of National Hispanic 
Heritage Month, the Defense Equal Opportunity 
Management Institute (DEOMI) proudly 
announces the availability of original artwork 
available for download from DEOMI’s public 
website, www.defenseculture.mil.sig 

This year’s theme is: Esperanza: A Celebration 
of Hispanic Heritage and Hope. 

The 2021 Department of Defense National 
Hispanic Heritage Month poster has the style of 
Graffiti Mural Art on a brick wall texture. 
Centered in the middle of the poster is the event 
theme. It reads: Esperanza: A Celebration of 
Hispanic Heritage and Hope.  

National Hispanic Heritage Month pays tribute 
to the generations of Hispanic Americans whose 
ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the 
Caribbean, and Central and South America, and 
who have positively influenced and enriched our 
nation and society. The observation was enacted 
into public law on August 17, 1988, under 
President Ronald Reagan, since then it has been 
celebrated from September 15 to October 15. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
     We begin celebrating Hispanic Heritage 
Month on September 15, which is the 
anniversary of independence for five countries, 
including: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua. It extends into 
October because October 12 is known as “El Dia 
de la Raza,” or “The Day of the Race.” It is a day 
celebrating the many nationalities present in the 
history of Mexico, Central America and South 
America. 
     The term Hispanic refers to people of any 
race who trace their ethnic roots to a country 
where Spanish is the main language, including 
Spain. Latino refers to people of any race who 
trace their roots back to countries from the 
Caribbean, Mexico, and throughout Central and 
South America. 
     The Hispanic population of the United States 
as of July 1, 2019 was 60.6 million people? That 
means people of Hispanic origin the nation’s 
largest ethnic or racial minority. Hispanics 
constituted 18.5% of the nation’s total 
population. 

 


